
  

Call for Abstracts 

„20 Years into the Future:  
What is our vision of media, data, and society?“ 

20th Anniversary Interna0onal ZeMKI Conference, University of Bremen 
 

 

Date:  October 23-24, 2025  
Loca*on: House of Science Bremen, Sandstraße 4/5, Bremen, Germany 
Website: h@ps://zemki.uni-bremen.de/futures  
Par$cipa$on is free of charge. 

 

 
 

Media and communica,on research has tradi,onally focused on the present, o6en asking: 
What are the consequences of each “new” medium? How do digital media and their 
infrastructures impact contemporary cultures and socie,es? With this conference, however, 
we aim to shi6 the perspec,ve—from analyzing present-day impacts to envisioning future 
possibili,es. What can we learn from the current media,za,on and datafica,on of society to 
imagine possible futures? What roles might media discourses, technologies, and prac,ces 
play in ongoing and future societal transforma,ons? 

  



  

In raising these founda,onal ques,ons, the conference is broadly situated within the fields of 
media, communica,on and informa,on research. Topics may include:  

§ the role of media discourses, technologies, and prac,ces in narra,ng and shaping the 
future;  

§ the importance of media policy and governance in building beKer futures;  
§ recent technological developments such as communica,ve AI and their poten,al role for 

future media environments;  
§ ways in which our narra,ves of the past, media history, and archeology shape our 

imaginaries of the future;  
§ digital gaming and emerging forms of entertainment;  
§ future media-related challenges for future sustainability and quality of life;  
§ and methodologies in media and communica,on research that address emerging media-

related developments from a forward-looking perspec,ve. 

 

With discussion topics like these, the ZeMKI’s 20th anniversary conference is not about 
specula,ve forecas,ng but is grounded in media and communica,on research. We aim to 
explore long-term trends emerging from today’s media-related transforma,ons and reflect 
on our visions of the future. 

 

We invite those who have previously engaged with us—our coopera,on partners, ZeMKI 
fellows, guests, and friends—and those interested in star,ng new conversa,ons. 
Presenta,ons may cover any area of media and communica,on research, provided they also 
address the ques,on of where a media,zed and datafied society might be heading. 

 

Abstracts of up to 500 words can be submi5ed by March 15th, 2025 via this online 
submission form: hKps://nc.uni-
bremen.de/index.php/apps/forms/s/EP6cLH2Y3eLxbaaC6cLMCNsA 

 

Further informa,on about ZeMKI: www.zemki.org 


