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Abstract:  

The work of this PhD research is to situate Generative Artificial Intelligence systems – 
specifically the machine learning architectures of Diffusion and Transformer Models that power 
them – amongst a longer history of simulation and to investigate the increasing 
commodification of simulation as a product by OpenAI. To do this I develop an understanding 
of Diffusion Transformer Models as computational architectures and then contrast them 
against a wider history of simulation theory that works through a rich history of thinkers that 
have discussed simulation and its links to religion and ideal forms namely: Plato, Pierre 
Klossowski, Gilles Deleuze and Jean Baudrillard. The aim of this research is to go beyond 
superficial discussions of simulation to understand how Generative Artificial Intelligence and 
Machine Learning models are driving changes in how we make sense of form, creative 
expression, and authenticity. To do this I undertake a close reading of key texts that have 
helped shape the idea of simulation throughout history and offer a textual analysis of a variety 
of materials made public by OpenAI throughout their marketing of Generative Artificial 
Intelligence systems.In doing so, I offer an interpretation of Machine Learning systems through 
the lens of simulation and describe how simulation is increasingly positioned as an object of 
the technological sublime. 
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